
Every year, spring plays out 
differently when it comes to 
weather and planting of the 
crop. April and early May were 
extremely cold with many nights 
in May dropping well below 
freezing. The cold temperatures 
and continuous snow in the north 
delayed the shipping of seed for 
our seed growers. The crop that 
went in early here in the south 
had to endure a couple of nights 

of double digit freezing. It wasn’t until a couple of weeks ago 
that growers weren’t nervous about having lost those first 
acres planted.

Once it warmed up, the crop went in relatively quickly 
without any major delays. Most growers can plant their crop 
in 10 days if the weather cooperates. With very little snowfall 
this winter the south was extremely dry during planting and 
growers were having to water their crop up as soon as the 
irrigation was turned on in early May. Ten days ago, the 
majority of the province was blessed with some timely rains 
ranging from 3-8 inches. The ground took every last drop with 
very little drown out acres across the growing areas. These 
timely rains have given everyone a sense of optimism, once 
again. Some have felt that the crop is behind schedule, but 
if you look at the long term average the crop is right where 
it needs to be for this time of year. A few days of sunshine 
and no wind and everything will be right on track. The crop 
that has emerged looks healthy and, for the most part, plant 
stands are good to excellent.

We are still awaiting a number of grower’s planting records 
but it looks like we will be at least the same as last year with 
our acres, if not slightly up over CY25. Volume in the fresh, 
chip and processing areas continue to rise even though the 
overall sentiment across North America is that sales are 
somewhat soft at this time. 

All eye’s continue to look toward two events that will have 
a major impact on the future of our industry. Our industry 
is unable to have any direct influence on either one but the 
outcomes will affect how we all do business. First off, is the 
unrest and war in the Middle East. The affects that this is 
having on the global economy and the input supplies for food 
produced around the world will take years to get sorted out. 
One thing is for sure, it will never be the same. The second 
event is the upcoming discussions around CUSMA and what 

that trade agreement will look 
like going forward. Amongst 
other things, agriculture 
and food production is so 
intertwined in North America 
that a person doesn’t know 
where to start and stop. All 
three countries rely so heavily 
upon each other to feed 
their populations that it will be a catastrophic mistake to 
change the way we trade with the US and Mexico. The lack 
of understanding and shear ignorance at the bureaucratic 
level in all countries is embarrassing when it comes to food 
production.

One a happier note close to 
home, the PGA is excited to 
welcome Ms. Sonia Third to 
our PGA Team. Sonia will be 
joining us June 15th as our new 
Communications Director. She 
will be transitioning into the role 
as Deb Brewin moves into a part 
time position as  Promotions and 
Education Director. This will allow for a smooth transition into 
what will eventually be Deb’s retirement from the PGA. Sonia 
comes to us with many years of creative communications 
experience in the agricultural world having worked with a 
couple of local agricultural business’. We look forward to 
having Sonia join us.

Coming up on July 8th  is the APIA’s annual Burgers and 
Beans at the Taber Legion Park. This is open to all PGA 
members and their families. Come enjoy an evening with 
your colleagues and bring the kids , as the APIA has a special 
evening planned for them this year. The following day, July 
9th the annual PGA/APIA golf tournament will be held at the 
Taber Golf Course. The event is full, but you can still contact 
Juanita at the office to get on the cancellation list. We always 
have folks drop out at the last minute so there still may be an 
opportunity to join us for a day of golf and laughs. See page  
11 for more details.

Planning continues on our 60th anniversary with the PGA 
Conference and Tradeshow November 23-25th in Red Deer 
coming up. More details to follow in the coming months.

terence@albertapotatoes.ca
403.382.8382
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SEED DIRECTOR/GOV’T RELATIONS & POLICY - Stacey Bajema

Seed Update: Planting Complete Across Alberta

Seed potato planting is now complete across Alberta, 
marking the beginning of another growing season for the 
province’s seed sector.

This spring presented varying conditions across the province. 
Cool, wet weather persisted throughout much of the planting 
season, with significant regional differences in planting 
progress. Growers in southern alberta were generally able 
to get into the field earlier, while areas closer to Edmonton 
experienced late-season snowfall and prolonged cold 
temperatures that delayed planting activities.

Despite these challenges, planting was completed 
successfully, and recent weather conditions have been 
encouraging. Timely rainfall across many potato growing 
regions has helped support crop emergence and early 
development. As always, weather throughout the growing 
season will play a key role in determining overall crop quality 
and yield potential.

At this time, Alberta’s seed potato acreage and production 
are expected to remain relatively flat compared to previous 
years. While market conditions continue to evolve, Alberta 
seed growers remain focused on producing high-quality 
seed to meet the needs of domestic and export customers.
As the crop progresses through the summer months, the 
Potato Growers of Alberta will continue to monitor growing 
conditions, market developments, and plant health issues 
affecting the seed sector. We look forward to a productive 
growing season and a successful harvest this fall.

Plant Breeders’ Rights 
Modernization

The Potato Growers of Alberta 
welcomed the Government of 
Canada’s recent amendments to 
the Plant Breeders’ Rights (PBR) 
framework, which extend protection for potato varieties from 
20 to 25 years.

Developing new potato varieties requires significant 
investment and can take more than a decade before seed 
becomes commercially available. Extending PBR protection 
helps encourage continued investment in plant breeding 
and supports the development of innovative varieties that 
improve productivity, disease resistance, and market 
opportunities for growers.

These changes align with PGA’s ongoing advocacy for 
regulatory modernization that strengthens Canada’s seed 
system while reducing barriers to innovation and improving 
competitiveness. As a leading seed potato producing 
province, Alberta benefits from policies that encourage 
investment in variety development and support a strong, 
competitive seed sector.

Stacey Bajema
780.916.1766
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AG RELATIONS  DIRECTOR - Ashley Wagenaar

Looking Ahead: Investing in Tomorrow’s Potato 
Research 

In research, we’re always working at least a year ahead 
of where we are today. Right now, research teams across 
the potato sector are preparing and submitting funding 
applications for projects that will begin next year, building 
on current findings to address the next set of industry 
challenges. 

To help guide that work, the Alberta 
Potato Investment Fund and the 
PGA Grower Committee update their 
research priorities every year. These 
priorities are designed to reflect the 
most pressing needs of the industry 
and ensure applicants have clear, 
relevant direction when developing 
proposals. Projects must demonstrate 
tangible value to Alberta growers, whether that’s improving 
yield, quality, and storability, reducing risk, or supporting 
better on-farm decision-making. 

Priority areas also include soil health and resilient production 
systems, input and resource use efficiency, integrated pest 
and disease management, and storage and post-harvest 
quality. Together, they help ensure that new research 
investments stay aligned with real-world challenges across 
seed, fresh, and processing potato production.  

As those new proposals take shape, it’s worth taking a 
moment to look at the progress being made through ongoing 
work. One example is a project out of the Lethbridge 
Polytechnic; Studying Structural and Compositional Changes 
in Stored Potatoes during pre and post dormancy break 
using Synchrotron Sourced Imaging; which is exploring how 
potato tubers change during storage as they move through 
dormancy and toward sprouting. 

This project focuses on understanding the structural and 
compositional changes that occur in seed potatoes before 
and after dormancy break. Researchers are using an 
integrated set of advanced tools, including hyperspectral 
imaging, ATR-FTIR spectroscopy, and synchrotron-based 
imaging at the Canadian Light Source, to examine both the 
internal structure of potatoes and the biochemical changes 
taking place during storage.  

The goal is to better understand how starch, sugars, 
proteins, and hormones shift over time, influencing 
sprouting behaviour and overall tuber quality. By combining 
imaging and biochemical analysis, the research aims to 
connect what’s happening inside the tuber with measurable 
indicators that could eventually support improved storage 

management decisions.  
Progress to date has been strong. 
Experimental work is underway 
using certified seed potato 
cultivars stored under controlled 
conditions, with regular sampling 
to track dormancy progression. 
Data collection from hyperspectral imaging and synchrotron-
based techniques has been largely completed, and analysis 
is ongoing.  

Ultimately, this work is expected to give 
growers and industry better tools to 
monitor potato quality, reduce storage 
losses, and make more informed 
decisions throughout the storage 
season.  

As we look ahead to the next round of 
research funding, projects like this highlight the importance 
of continued investment. The work being proposed now will 
build directly on these findings and help ensure the sector 
is equipped with the knowledge and tools it needs for the 
future. 
It takes a giant machine to study the smallest of molecules. 
A synchrotron produces different kinds of light in order to 
study the structural and chemical properties of materials at 
the molecular level. 

https://www.lightsource.ca/public/what-is-a-synchrotron.php

Ashley Wagenaar
403.715.6867
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designed to reflect the 
most pressing needs of 

the industry”

https://www.lightsource.ca/public/what-is-a-synchrotron.php 


From Our Corporte Sponsor
Tips, trends, and tech to power your next decade of growth

The world is constantly changing. For Alberta’s agricultural 
producers, it’s as important to have short-term business 
plans that help to navigate these risks as to have long-term 
plans that keep an operation running for generations to 
come. 

The ATB Agriculture Team experts provide the following tips 
that will be key for farmers for the next 10 years.
 
Keep pace with technology

Increased access to high-speed internet has proven 
incredibly valuable to farmers. Where accessible, it can 
capture substantial data from sensors and equipment that 
can be centralized by a farm management platform to further 
productivity and profitability.

“For example, on-farm weather stations can support 
predictive models for crop or ranch operation, decision 
support, and planning decisions for the next year,” notes Jon 
Neutens, Vice President and Head of Agriculture at ATB.

“Equipment today collects vast amounts of data throughout 
the growing season,”  adds Robert Jensen, Director of 
ATB’s cropping segment. “Having the ability to organize and 
interpret the story the data is telling about the crop helps you 
make informed decisions now and for future crop seasons.” 

Keep your business plan up to date

Preparing for the future of a farm includes maintaining a 
flexible business plan. ATB’s relationship managers bring 
you industry expertise that can help adapt business plans to 
every stage of your operation.

“ATB’s dedicated agriculture team aligns our customers with 
an advisor who is able to actively participate in the planning 
process, and also provide feedback at critical checkpoints 
within the time frame of the plan,” says Jensen. “Each of 
our advisors has access to tools and expertise in agriculture 

finance. This support network brings first-hand experience 
with successful farming operations across the province.”

“Sustainable business plans aim to evolve an agricultural 
operation beyond the aspirations of current owners, and 
anticipate the needs of future generations,” adds Neutens. 

“A good plan should not just take the next growing season into 
account, but also your longer-term objectives—which should 
include succession,” he says. “This way, you will make more 
strategic decisions about many aspects of your operation, 
including land management and technology adoption, just to 
name a couple of key areas.”

ATB can help you develop a forward-looking financial plan to 
reach those multigenerational goals, in addition to realizing 
near-term opportunities and mitigating risk.

Expert advice at every stage of growth

Staying current with trends and innovation is important to 
ATB, because it’s critical to our agribusiness customers in an 
increasingly complex industry. Whether you are just getting 
started, expanding locally, crossing borders, or considering 
an exit, your ATB relationship manager’s expert advice, 
financial services and strategic insights can help your  
agribusinesses through the next decade.

“Our agriculture team strives to stay current with technological 
advances in all areas of agriculture, whether it be equipment, 
strategies, practices, or even crop development. Because 
when our customers come to us to discuss what direction 
they need to take, we want to be right there with them, 
knowledge-wise, and offer relevant advice to help their farm 
succeed. ” says Jensen.
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Provincial News

The Potato Growers of Alberta would like to extend 
congratulations to the Honourable Tara Sawyer, the newly 
appointed Agriculture & Irrigation Minister. We look forward 
to working with you and your team. Also, we’re grateful to 
the outgoing, R.J Sigurdson for his support and dedication to 
our industry during his tenure, and wish him well in his new 
position as Minister of Affordability and Utilities.

Congratulations & Welcome
Honourable Tara Sawyer, Minister of 
Agriculture & Irrigation

Potato Growers of Alberta Attends Western Premier’s Conference
PGA Board Chair Alison Davie attended 
the Western Premiers Conference in 
Kananaskis on May 25.  It was an opportunity 
to share highlights of our industry with 
policy makers. Premiers from all the 
Western provinces were in attendance, as 
well as many Alberta government ministers 
and representatives from other industries.

L-R: Honourable Tara Sawyer poses with PGA Chair, Alison Davie, Alberta’s Premier Dan-
ielle Smith poses with several western provincial premiers during the Western Premier’s 
Conference

New PGA Highway Signage Going Up
 
Potato Growers, across the province will be 
installing Large 4 x 8 in fields along busy 
highways, as part of the PGA’s public aware-
ness initiative. Signs include short facts about 
the Alberta Potato Industry. Watch for several 
going up along busy Alberta highways.
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Across The Country

Congratulations To Two Of Our Local Potato 
Producers On Their Regional Alberta/NWT
Nomination

Program Overview

Canada’s Outstanding Young Farmers Program recognizes young farmers who exemplify excellence in their profession. 
Eligible nominees must be farm operators between 18 and 39 who derive a minimum of two-thirds of their income from 
their farm operations. Each year one farming couple is selected from each of the program’s seven Regional Recognition 
Events to represent their respective region at the National Recognition Event. At the National Event, the seven honourees 
are recognized for their achievements and judged by a distinguished panel of judges using the following criteria:

•	 Progress made during their farming career
•	 Maximum use of soil, water and energy conservation practices
•	 Crop and livestock production history
•	 Financial and management practices
•	 Contributions to the well-being of the community, province and nation

Each year, two of the seven honourees are chosen by the judges as Canada’s Outstanding Young Farmers.

The 2026 COYF Alberta/NWT Regional Event is heading to Kirriemuir, AB on June 
17–18, where we’ll celebrate four incredible farming operations shaping the future 
of Canadian agriculture.

From regenerative ranching and specialty crops to irrigated produce, seed 
production, and innovative livestock genetics, this year’s nominees showcase the 
passion, leadership, and innovation found across Alberta agriculture.

One of these outstanding nominees will go on to represent the Alberta/NWT region 
at the 2026 National Event this November in Vancouver, BC! 

Read all the full bios at https://oyfcanada.com/language/en/regions/alberta/

Alison & Micheal Davie
North Paddock Farms Ltd.

The judging criteria of Outstanding Young Farmers will be:

Progress in Agriculture Career
Production & Management
Financial Progress
Sustainability & Environmental Benchmarking
Safety, Education & Marketing
Contribution to Community, Province & Country
Oral Presentations
Interviews

Good luck to both families!!

James Johnson
Johnson Fresh Farms
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From The Office

Deb from the PGA staff and her husband Brian attend the Lethbridge 
Polytechnic Local Producers Gala Dinner where producers, agri-food 
businesses and consumers come together and treated to a culinery 
experience prepared by the students, showcasing local and gri-food 
products. An added treat was the Spudnut bar that was a hit along 
with all the other dishes locally sourced. Everyone in attendance were 
seated with farmers, agri-food business owners, organizations and 
consumers, which prompted good conversations around the table

Delbert Vossebelt from Chin Coulee Spud Farms (top right) provides 
the potatoes for PGA’s annual Spud Giveaway in celebration of 
International Day of the Potato.  All the staff were on hand to fill 
bags and boxes for community members. This global event brings 
awareness to food security, nutrition and livelihood of growers.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

PGA Executive Director Terence Hochstein helps out at the drive-
though window during McHappy Days. This event supports not 
only Ronald McDonald Houses across the country but locally as 
well. Proceeds of the sales also went to the Taber & District Hospital 
Foundation. Pictured above includes Aline Holmen, Director of 
Fundraising for the foundation.

McHappy Day May 6

Lethbridge Polytechnic Gala Dinner - April 17

International Day of The Potato - May 27



FROM THE OFFICE
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2026 Spuds In Tubs Program will wind up this month, with 
students and teachers across the province harvesting their 
potato plants before school is out for summer

Classes planted in February and have nurtured these plants 
for several months. They’ve collected data and done their 
own research on the plants, while keeping in line with Alberta 
curriculum, such as plant science, math, environmental and 
community impact, health and many more. 

For the second year in a row, classes participated in virtual 
farmer mentor sessions with “Farmer Ryan”. He met with the 
groups three times during the program to discuss what was 
happening on his potato farm. Ryan was able to take the kids 
with him while planting in the field on the equipment and gave 
them a real life perspective of how things are done on the 
farm. During the last session, he was hoping to get into the 
field to show plant emergence and irrigation, but the heavy 
rains prevented that plan so he met up with seed grower Matt 
Visser, from Norbest Farms. Matt’s farm provided the seed 
potatoes for the project and he talked about what goes on at 
his seed potato operation, located north of Edmonton. 

A ton of really good questions were asked and everyone now 
has a better understanding of how potatoes are grown.
A huge thank you to Ryan Jensen for sharing all of his 
knowledge with the classes involved. 

We look forward to Spuds In Tubs 2027! 

Top: Farmer Ryan speaking to students about how potatoes go in the 
ground using the potato planter  Bottom L-R: Matt Visser from Norbest 
Farms and Ryan Jensen talk about the seed potato farm that provided 
the seed for the program 

Photos Below: Students from Children of St. Martha School and 
Father Leonard Van Tighem in Lethbridge both enjoy their harvest
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FROM THE OFFICE

PGA GROWER PROFILE
Perry Family Farm 

Family Composition: 3rd Generation - Gerald & Beerta, 
4th Generation - Chris & Harold, 5th Generation on Deck
Location: Chin, MD of Taber, Lethbridge County
Crops Produced: Potatoes (Lays Chips & McCain Regen 
Fries, Mozart-Spudday), Grain, Dry Peas, Seed Canola, 
Beans,  Biogas & Digestate + Regen Ag

Q1. How did you get involved in potato farming? How 
long have you been growing spuds?

Huge kudos to the generations before us for seeding the 
opportunity! The Perry Family were the 7th settlers in the Chin 
area in 1909. Great Grandpa broke land and established the 
land. Father Gerald started the spuds with Knud Petersen 
back in 1968. Harold always knew he wanted to be a farmer, 
pursued an ag diploma at Lethbridge College, and graduated 
ready to go. Chris had zero intentions of farming leaving high 
school. After three years of engineering school, he realized 
living in the concrete of Calgary, he had more of a passion for 
the land and farming than originally thought. Chris finished 
an ag degree studying spuds at Washington State University 
with Dr. Bob Thorton. 

Today, Perry Family Farm farms approximately 6,000 
irrigated acres and grows 1600 acres of spuds, 30,000 tons 
of potato storage.

We have been growing for Frito Lay for 46 years and McCains 
for 26 years. Other customers include(d): Shearer’s, York 
Farms, Maple Leaf, Old Dutch, Lamb Weston. 

The farm continues to evolve through regenerative agriculture, 
renewable energy, and data-driven farming
 
We are also owners/partners with 2 Feedlot operators, Kasko 
Cattle and KCL Cattle in the formation of our new Sunnyside 
Farms Ltd Managed by Brody Curtis just north of Coaldale, 
proudly supplying spuds to McCain.

Q2. What do you love about potato farming?

We love people. Our farm family crew, our fellow growers 
and PGA Staff – and we especially love our customers that 
love chips as much as we do, and that we make a product 
that’s irresistible. There are so many people we meet on our 
travels who are so excited to learn that we’re potato farmers, 
because everyone loves potatoes!   

Q3. What other activities are you involved in (outside the 
farm or association work)?

Outside of farming, our family is actively involved in the local 
community. 

Chris is the founder of the Panthers Volleyball Club, a girls’ 
volleyball program that has been operating since 2013 
and currently runs three teams each season. Harold has 
helped coach Basketball in Coaldale. We’ve all spent many 
weekends in gyms cheering on our kids as they compete in 
volleyball or basketball.

Jill Perry has participated in the Tour Alberta Cancer Ride for 
the Cure on Team Leah since 2019 and has gotten Harold, 
Chris, Kyra, Chloe, and Elise to join as well! As a family, 
we enjoy spending time outdoors, including boating in the 
summer and skiing at Castle Mountain in the winter.

Kyra is on the Link Pathway Board building bike paths for 
community linking Coaldale and Lethbridge, and hopefully 
one day Taber to Lethbridge. 

We believe in Community and do our best to support events 
as we can.

Q4. What types of on-farm sustainability practices do 
you employ?

Sustainability has always been important on our farm. We 
use a variety of regenerative agriculture practices: Flower 
strips and bird sanctuaries, multispecies cover cropping, 
compost and rotational grazing. Harold’s passion for soil 
health and regenerative agriculture continues to drive many 
of the sustainability practices used on the farm today.
In 2011, the Farm took home McCain’s Environmental Award. 
In 2022, we won PepsiCo’s inaugural PEP+ award for our 
sustainable practices. 

In 2014, we built our on-farm organic waste to energy biogas 
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FROM THE OFFICE

facility GrowTEC. GrowTEC provides enough energy to 
run the farm twice-over while providing over 20,000MT of 
nutrient rich, pathogen free digestate that goes back to the 
land. GrowTEC now upgrades biogas into renewable natural 
gas (RNG). Interconnected to two utility grids is a feat the 
farm is proud of adding resilience as a decentralized energy 
producer and consumer. 

Q5. How do you contribute to tell “your story” of 
agriculture to the public?

We do a community “Spudday” every year, where we 
welcome the community to come pick their own potatoes, 
and chat with real life farmers. This has been running since 
2015 and really helps foster our potato industry relationship 
with the community. 

Harold is a 2006 Nuffield Scholar. He did a global tour and 
an individual study topic: “Healthier Soils for Healthier Crops 
for a Healthier Population”. He has since done numerous 
presentations and continues to be an active host for Nuffield 
Scholars from around the world. Harold is also dedicating 
time to be a regen ag advisor for McCain. 

In 2015, Chris was invited by PepsiCo to speak at a business 
side event at COP 21 in Paris around sustainability and 
data driven agriculture (DDA) supported by PepsiCo helps 
maximize our resources to produce food for the world. 

In 2025 the Farm was recognized as PepsiCo’s Global Farmer 
of the Year. PepsiCo contracts ingredients from over 300,000 
farms across 60 countries – It was an incredible honour to 
be recognized for our contributions in quality, sustainability, 
innovation and community on the heels of winning the Lays 
Grower of the year for North America in 2023 and 2024. 

Following this Chris was invited to present in Davos at the 
World Economic Forum on behalf of PepsiCo in January 
2026. Sharing Farmers Perspective on food production and 

global systems at one of the biggest stages in the world. For 
Chris’ Full Story “From Healthy Soils to Human Systems” 
About this journey click here. 
 
Additionally, you may recognize the family from Lays’ “Betcha 
the Farm” advertisement, promoting Canadian grown 
potatoes. 

Chris is Chairman of the Canadian Biogas Association, 
advocating to value add the ag sector, integrating agriculture 
with energy and circular economy. Presentations abound, 
Chris shares the story to engage with customers for the 
agriculture community sharing one of the many good stories 
of Farmers! 

Q6. What is the best farming advice you’ve been given?

“You’re not inheriting land from your ancestors; you’re 
borrowing it from your children”

Q7. What are your concerns for the future of farming?

Farmers are being asked to produce more food, with fewer 
resources, while managing increasing climate, financial, 
labour, and regulatory pressures. We also need to ensure 
that as agriculture becomes more digital and data-driven, 
farmers remain trusted partners and beneficiaries of the 
value that data creates.

Q8. What excites you about the future of farming?

Our children, the 5th generation of Perry Family Farm are 
starting to come back and contribute and work with us 
on the farm. The next generation is bringing expertise in 
sustainability, science, technology, artificial intelligence and 
business, and we are excited to see how they combine those 
skills with more than a century of farming experience. We 
can’t wait to see what they do and how they improve this 
place – GO Upgrades! 

10
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FROM THE OFFICE

*SPONSORSHIP DEADLINE 
IS JUNE 19TH FOR YOUR 
BUSINESS TO BE INCLUDED 
ON ALL SIGNAGE AND SOCIALS
Hole Sponsorship is full

GOLF REGISTRATION IS FULL!

Sponsor Here

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/2026-potato-growers-of-alberta-annual-golf-tournament-tickets-1986007838908?aff=oddtdtcreator


The PGA assumes no responsibility for any errors in the information provided, nor assumes any liability for any damages incurred as a 
consequence, directly or indirectly, of the use and application of any of the contents of The Potato Minute. Unless otherwise noted on 
an individual document, the PGA grants users permission to reproduce and distribute information in the Potato Minute as long as the 
contents remain unaltered and it is noted that the contents have been made available and approved by the PGA.
Staff Editor: Deb Brewin    PGA Office: 6008-46 Ave. Taber, AB T1G 2B1 403.223.2262.
                                         
                          pga@albertapotatoes.ca   www.albertapotatoes.ca                                                  

FROM THE OFFICE

BURGERS & BEANS BBQ

JULY 8TH 5:00 PM
TABER LEGION PARK

For all the good days, tough days, 
unforgetable days and the quiet 
peaceful ones too...

thank you for all you do!

Happy Father’s Day

All licensed growers and APIA members are 
welcome. Bring the whole family. A special 
kids activity tent will be set up this year

1st Day of Summer
June 21
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Since 1990

The Alberta Potato Industry Association is composed of individuals from various 
areas of business, all of whom work with, and alongside, the potato growers in 
Alberta. Formed in 1990, the APIA facilitates in the networking with growers at 
events such as the Burgers N Beans, the Alberta Potato Conference Trade Show, 
and the Annual PGA Golf Tournament. We are very excited to be celebrating 35 
years of partnership with the growers this year!

If you are interested in becoming a member, please send an email to 
apiamemberships@gmail.com. Memberships will be sent out at the end of the 
year to last years’ members, as well as those interested this year.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP RECIPIENTS

The following individuals are recognized for their long-standing contribution to the APIA and have 
been awarded a Lifetime Membership to our association:

Corah, Chuck
Gash, Brian
Gouw, Arie

Hacker, Bill
Jensen, Wayne
Kaiser, Dave

Mitchell, Peter
Mrak, Tony
Nelis, Jacques

Oikawa, Tricky
Stewart, Russ
Sandberg, Phil

The following individuals are members in good standing of the
 APIA for the 2026 calendar year:

Alcock, Tony
Aleman, Mike
Bateman, Dave
Bell, Jared
Blaine, Justin
Bos, Tim
Brehaut, Randy
Burns, Riley
Cann, Creed
Claassen, Chantal
Clark, Joe
Coker, Mike
Day, Carol
DeHaan, Jeff
Draper, Derrick
Dube, Kelly
Duell, Michael

Dykstra, Ray
Elser, Ryley
Fletcher, Blake
Fletcher, Bruce
Fletcher, Derrick
Forbush, Todd
Gallant, Dave
Glas, Cobie
Goertzen, Nathan
Gratton, Geraldine
Gratton, Lawrence
Haacke, Aaron
Haan, Hartger
Hanlon, Brendon
Iwan, Josh
Janssen, Tom
Joss, Jessica

Keys, Scott
Kinniburgh, Shaun/
Stacey
Klassen, Greg
Konynenbelt, Marlin
Kruk, Adam
Kuipers, Kianna
Kwiatkowski, Ryan
Leffers, Joel
Loman, Ryan
Lyczewski, Laurie
Mackinnon, Kevin
Marshall, Robin
Meier, Whitney
Menkveld, Andrew
Michielsen, Frank
Mykytiw, Murray

Nelis, Brian
Nelubowich, Adam
Neudorf, Ayrton
Nikles, Brendan
Peters, Abby
Pickles, Taunya
Pieters, Kristof
Pluta, Denine
Quinton, Justin
Quiring, Cassidy
Rattray, Desire
Reimer, Taylor
Ritchie, Mike
Russell, Jessie
Sawatzky, Kirby
Slomp, Harry
Sternberg, Ronald

Stewart, Craig
Stinnissen, Pat
Sydoryk, Terry
Visser, Daniel
Vossepoel, Adam
Warkentin, Bruce
West, TJ
Wielenga, Jorrit
Wilson, Barb

MEMBERSHIP
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